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January 22, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.

Attendance: Commissioner Chair Robert Swainston, Commissioner Boyd Burbank, and Commissioner Dirk Bowles, County Attorney Vic Pearson, and Clerk Camille Larsen.  

1.	Pledge of Allegiance

2.	Approve Agenda.  Boyd Burbank made the motion to approve the agenda.  Dirk Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  

3.	Approval of Bills.  Boyd Burbank made the motion to approve the bills.  Dirk Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.

4.	Approval of Minutes.  Dirk Bowles made the motion to accept the January 8, 2024 Minutes.  Boyd Burbank second.  Vote was unanimous.  

5.	Review Courthouse Addition/Remodel and Other County Buildings.  Randy Henrie, Building Maintenance, said the bathrooms have been cleaned out and hope to finish cutting the entrances between the two buildings this week.  It is hoped to be completed by the end of February.  The Commissioners appreciated the work Randy has done.  Randy Henrie is getting bids for the Assessor Building paint and carpet.  

6.	Projects for 2024 - Quonsets at the Fairgrounds; Airport Property and Industrial Park; and Airport Land.  Commissioners discussed the quonsets and making sure they are sealed and the future plan to remove the quonsets and make one large building with separations.  The vision is have a building that is multi-purposeful.  The wiring in the indoor arena has been corroded and will be repaired.  The Livestock Committee and Fairboard is close to having the funds to construct another barn for the animals.  

7.	Review Current Health Insurance Plan Experience.  Eric Falk and Stacy Rindlisbaker were present and Sergio Herrera appeared via zoom.  Sergio Herrera reviewed the 2023 Plan Year and overall it was a good year for the County.  Stacy Rindlisbaker announced her resignation and appreciated working with the County.  

8.	Election Request - Cessilee Carter; Cleveland/Thatcher Precinct; Tenex Software Solutions Agreement.  It was discussed to leave the Cleveland and Thatcher Precincts separated.  They each have their own Precinct Committeeman and we do not want to lose people that are volunteering.  Cessilee Carter added to make the changes in the Tenex Software is an extensive process.  Boyd Burbank made the motion to leave as two precincts.  Dirk Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  Commissioners reviewed the Tenex Software Solutions Agreement for the purchase of the electronic pollbooks.  Dirk Bowles made the motion to sign the Agreement.  Boyd Burbank second.  Vote was unanimous.  
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9.	Review County Board Members.  Dirk Bowles stated another board member needs to be added to the Airport Board.  Boyd Burbank emailed the updated boards to the Clerks Office.  Robert Swainston reported that the Hospital Board is full right now and would like to add two new appointments to the Fairboard.  Brett and Tiara Reeder and Kamen Spackman.  Dirk Bowles made the motion to accept Brett and Tiara Reeder and Kamen Spackman to the Fairboard.  Boyd Burbank second.  Vote was unanimous.  

10.	IAC Midwinter Legislative Conference to be held January 29 to February 1, 2024 in Boise.

11.	Shoshone National Recommendation Reminder.  Dirk Bowles plans to attend to represent the County.  

12.	Airport Master Plan Independent Fee Estimates.  Dirk Bowles added Airport Master Plan Independent Fee Estimates to the agenda because of the time constraints.  Boyd Burbank made the motion to add to the Agenda.  Dirk Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  Commissioners reviewed the bid.  Boyd Burbank made the motion to accept the Independent Fee Bid.  Dirk Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  

13.	Projects for 2024 - Airport Property and Industrial Park; and Airport Land with Easton Fellows.  Dirk Bowles stated still need to get the Industrial Park and Airport property changed.  Robert Swainston will continue to work with Easton Fellows.  

14.	Prosecuting Attorney Security.  Vic Pearson, County Attorney, reported a security issue and is making a request to provide security cameras.  The cost is under $600 and will be paid from the Prosecuting Attorney budget.  Dirk Bowles made the motion to have the Prosecuting Attorney to purchase security equipment to be installed at his residence.  Boyd Burbank second.  Vote was unanimous.  

15.	Snow Plow Concern.  Joel Creager is concerned about the County snow plow procedures and stated he saw a truck with the plow up while sanding the road and come back and plow the road removing the sand.  Joel Creager suggested to have the blades replaced with a magnaloy metal.  Lance Geddes, Road Supervisor, explained that carbide blades are used for their longevity.  Troy Moser, Director, stated if the snow plow is on a State Highway the County trucks cannot plow their roads because of liability.  Dirk Bowles stated the Road Crew is out before 7:00 a.m. getting roads plowed for the buses and garbage pickups.  The Road Crew does a good job.    

16.	Home Owners Exemption - Blaine Graham RP04475.00.  Janet Kimpton, Treasurer, presented Parcel #RP04475.00 the home owners exemption had been missed.  Dirk Bowles made the motion to make the home owners exemption reimbursement in the amount of $641.23.  Boyd Burbank second.  Vote was unanimous.  

17.	Other County Buildings.  Chris Barton, Assessor, and Randy Henrie, Building Maintenance, discussed the Assessor Building improvements with the Commissioners.  The main level will be painted and new carpet installed.  Chris requested to have the little end counter removed.  It was agreed to pour cement at the back door for the Historical Society Board members to use the back door to access the office.  


18.	Subdivision Approval - Huns-Acres Class I.  Shauna Geddes, Planning and Zoning Administrator, and Carson Hunsaker presented the Huns-Acres Class I.  It is a two lot subdivision on 1600 East north of the Whitney Churchhouse.  Both lots front on 1600 East.  Irrigation water will remain with the lots.  Planning and Zoning Committee and the Health Department have approved.  Boyd Burbank made the motion to approve the Huns-Acres Class I.  Dirk Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.

19.	Loader Purchase for Road Department.  Troy Moser, Director, and Lance Geddes, Road Supervisor, explained to the Commissioners they have tried to get a John Deere loader to demo, however, it was sold before they were able to get the agreement signed.  Lance Geddes asked for approval to move forward with a purchase of a Caterpillar brand.  The 966 loader, the new loader is replacing, will be traded-in or sold.  The bid will be a piggy-back bid on Sourcewell.  The County will need to lease the purchase for 4 or 5 years.  Dirk Bowles made the motion to proceed with the purchase of the loader.  Boyd Burbank second.  Vote was unanimous.  

20.	Discussion to Change Road Policy Manual.  Troy Moser, Director, would like to update the policy and he will prepare the changes and present to the Commissioners.  

21.	Executive Session.  At 11:05 a.m. Dirk Bowles made the motion to go into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code 74-206 (1) (a) to consider personnel and (c)interest in real property.  Boyd Burbank second.  A roll call vote was taken, and voting was unanimous in the affirmative.  Attending the Executive Session: Robert Swainston, Boyd Burbank, Dirk Bowles, Vic Pearson, Troy Moser, Lance Geddes, Brandon Roberts, and Camille Larsen.  

Out of Executive Session at 11:55 a.m.

22.	Other County Buildings.  Boyd Burbank proposed to use the first bay of the Assessor Building to be remodeled to be the Election room.  

Recess at 12:05 p.m.

Reconvened at 6:30 p.m.
Attendance: Commissioner Chair Robert Swainston, Commissioner Boyd Burbank, and Commissioner Dirk Bowles, County Attorney Vic Pearson excused, and Clerk Camille Larsen.  

23.	Public Hearing for Proposed Changes to the Development Code.  Dirk Bowles made the motion to open the Public Hearing for Proposed Changes to the Development Code.  Boyd Burbank second.  Vote was unanimous.  

Attending: Stanley Packer, David Fryar, Shauna T. Geddes, Roger Wright, Janet Kimpton, Tyler Olson, Susan Andersen, Lawrence Andersen, Ken Degn.  


ROBERT SWAINSTON:  So if you came in and signed up, there were two sheets, and if by chance you got your name on the wrong sheet, dont feel bad.  We will straighten it out.  So well start this public hearing tonight with comments, and Ill go down the list to see who wanted to comment.  Our first one on the list is Tyler Olson and if you come ahead, if you come to the front, would you please state your name and address for the record?
TYLER OLSON:  I think you probably got my written comment unless youd ask access it through the (inaudible) have any questions on that going from detail on it, or well just generally.  I just want to share a littlelittle anecdote.  A few weeks ago went skiing with the kids and I took a car with bald tires, and I totally messed up.  Was heading up the road to Cherry Peak and I couldnt make it.  I had to turn around and it was disappointing, and go back and go to Ron Keller Tire and spent hundreds of dollarsalright.  I like to have a vehicle, and we need vehicles that run smooth that are reliable, and depend on.  I that of that in the same way, kind of as these processes we go through with.  I think ordinances and um just need a vehicle that runs more smooth and sometimes you gotta take the vehicle to the shop and get fixed.  My written comment was that this particular draft was need to go back to the shop and get fixed a little bit and thats the opinion I have is that this most recent version as well for this hearing tonight.  Hopefully able to see that, you know, theres some things that do need to fix in there.  I mean, Ill just highlight one of them just compare for you its clear.  I think one of the things that was mostmost clear was probably page  probably page whatpage 8.  I think on page on page 8 of the  this Development Code change that was the latest version.  If you compare that to your current development code thats posted on the County website ah on the community webpagepage 8, youll see thatthis is hard I know those were attached to that pile right thereBut the existing code page 8better write it (inaudible) it says a class 2 permit shall be required it has that paragraphit has an a and then it has (inaudible) and says see definition in parentheses there.  And right after in semicolon and anything after that closed development code has right after see definition, as long as the following requirements are met. That portion is not underlined, highlighted, nothing.  No one knows if that part has changed unless they would have went back and read the Code and looked at every word.  So then, the nextthe next part we have this blue box thats highlighted.  In my comments I note, dont know whether that an addition, subtraction unless I go back and look back at the Code.  This is the only document the public is made aware of or noted.  Not on the webpage, not on this document.  Thats what was done in P&Z and this recent one ratted a list of changes (inaudible)go down to letter D in that same page.  Residential subdivision, the existing subdivision.  Theres nothing after that, right?  No paragraph in this proposed change.  Theres an entire two sections added, not underlined, not highlighted, nothing.  I should probably go back up under where this blue box is apparently some additions.  There was also content there, thats been deleted.  But its not noted that its been deletedits just gone. This doesnt give the public noticesufficient notice to be able to comment to know whats been done here.  This is just one page, right?  Just I believe that we can do a little better job in bringing these things forward.  I believe the Code can and will do what it needs to do to effect these changes and thats all.  If you have some questions for me?
DIRK BOWLES:  Chairman, can I ask some questions?  Outside of our procedural problems which we recognize that we might have dropped the ball and had a few too many copies out there and try to figure out which one were the ones we were working off of, Tyler, did you see any of the things that were proposing changing a problem with any of these within the subdivision?  You spent enough time in it you know.
TYLER OLSON:  I spent about 3 hours going through it and
DIRK BOWLES:  Do you see any of the things that we are a problem with any of the proposed changes
TYLER OLSON:  Substantive?

DIRK BOWLES:  Yeah.
TYLER OLSON:  The ones that I could like seemed like there were changes like there were some like the exemption for the court orders like a state (inaudible) probate.  A court will often make an order to partition a parcel because theres two owners and they gotta just split it.  The courts not going to look at County Code and say I cant do this.  Its just gonna probably authorize under state lawTheyre just going to quiet title in the state right?  Irregardless of what any County Code might say, and its going to create some non-conforming parcels.  It happens.  Theyre not going to be able to develop those though until they fix it.  They are going to have to negotiate with the other landowner until they get a parcel expanded.  So yeah, its not great, but I dont think theres anything you can do about that.  They can do their probate.  They can do their quiet title as long as they get a permit from the County and ask a judge to fix it.  Might be a few others but I was more likeI was the only one here obviously but I think more people have to take notice, because I think this land view stuff probably has a greater effect on property values, that any tax that the Code might impose, and regulate land and change what people can and cannot do.  Use their land, changes the value of your land and affects your decisions on which youve invested in.   And I think people need to take this more seriously that are out in the county and know.  So I think its I think its an important thing like as far as taxes go to me.  This isthis affects my interest in mine up a little.  This could tell me I can get one lot or 4 lots and thats a difference of hundreds of thousands, you know. Anyway, I think theyre pretty important, and if theres a need, a willingness I would be glad to help.  Volunteer time, and help in some way, if wanted.
DIRK BOWLES:  Thank you.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Excuse me, Susan.  Youyoure down, are you?  Youre probably the other one.  I just.  Is there any other comments to be had on the Development Code?  Going once, going twice?  Camille anything written other than Tylers?
CAMILLE LARSEN: No.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  That being said, I would entertain a motion to close the Public Hearing for the development code changes.
Dirk Bowles made the motion to close the Public Hearing for the Proposed Changes to the Development Code.  Boyd Burbank second. 

24.	Public Hearing for Proposed Alcoholic Beverages Ordinance. 

Attending: Stanley Packer, David Fryar, Shauna T. Geddes, Roger Wright, Janet Kimpton, Tyler Olson, Susan Andersen, Lawrence Andersen, Ken Degn, Richard Emerson, Stevie Emerson, Jane Larsen, Brad Smith, Kristie Jorgensen, Trisha Montes, Steve Jorgensen, Jessy Wanner, Roger Wright, Amy Burbank, TJ Burbank, Ryan Lower, Steve A. Bergquest, Rose Bergquist, Cordor Brumster, Hobie Torgeson, and Ryan Bell.  

ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thank you.  Boyd just brought it to my attention that when we go into the alcoholic beverage hearing wed like to limit your comments to about 3 minutes if we could.  Theres a lot of you here, but not that many signed up, so well just see where it goes.  Can I get a motion to open the Public Hearing for alcoholic beverages?
BOYD BURBANK:  Ill make a motion that we open the Public Hearing on alcoholic beverages.  
DIRK BOWLES:  Second.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  All in favor?

AYE
AYE
AYE
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Well just go down the list in the order that you signed up, and we have a maybe, move that one to the bottom, so well start with our first, yes, which is TJ Burbank.  I didnt even see TJ come in.  TJ, if youll come up and state your name and address and were ready for you.  
TJ BURBANK:  TJ Burbank.  Im at 5448 East Cub River Road.  Thanks for allowing me to come in and speak for a few minutes to address this.  First for a little background or context.  I think Franklin County is one of two counties that is remaining in Idaho without ordinance regarding spirits otherwise known as liquor.  Franklin County is currently considered a dry County, essentially only serving beer or wine by the glass.  I personally feel this holds the County back from being a serious travel destination, considering Preston for business and recreation travelers wanting to come to Franklin County or their destination in southeastern Idaho.  According to a Gallup Poll from December of 2022, the percentage of US adults who consume alcohol at least twice per year is over 65% up proving this proposal proposed alcohol ordinance would be promoting, would not be promoting or encouraging alcohol use.  It is simply bringing Franklin County in line with 42 other Idaho counties, who have already adopted this ordinance.  As a small business owner myself, who works with vendors and customers from outside of our community.  I have on more than one occasion had discussions with them as to where to get a drink in town, or have to explain to them.  If they want anything more than beer or wine, youll have to travel to Logan, Montpelier, or Lava in the immediate area in order to get those communities that already have ordinances on the books.  I personally feel this costs the community in other ways.  The lost revenue from the lodging, eating, and consuming alcohol here, just to name a few.  Id like to go over the tax benefits just alone.  A bottle of you, basic spirits or liquor is between $15 and $25 depending on quality that produces between 90 cents and $1.50 in sales taxnot counting liquor tax.  But if you compare that with a spirit by the drink, averaging cocktail price of $8 per cocktail, that same bottle could serve 16 drinks which produces over $7 sale tax revenue alone, not to mention the liquor taxes thats accounted for that as well.  The community risk concerns obviously one of the greatest by allowing bars to serve spirits by the glass, is people drinking excess, and DUI concerns.  I personally feel that this would be large part and curtailed because patrons tend to consume less when they are at a bar because of the high prices at bars and restaurants compared to drinking at home.  Also, bartenders can be used to monitor patrons and cut them off if they feel like excessive consumption is a concern.  So in closing, this ordinance isnt perfect.  Ive read through it several times.  I feel its well written and thought out, but I think that it will bring Franklin County in line with the majority of the Idaho counties.  Thanks for your time.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Ryan Lower.

RYAN LOWER:  Ryan Lower.  My address is 387 Call Avenue.  First off Id like to tell TJ thanks for the research he did, and theyre only charging $8 for a cocktail.  Thats way cheap.  My concern here is when I moved away 20 years ago we had downtown businesses.  Im concerned about this ordinance brings money to restaurants, for that reason alone.  Also I think Franklin County should be like the rest of Idaho not be like Madison County.  I think we should be in line with the other counties in the State, you know  I do think it would promote a lot of tourism.  Wed also get a lot of business from Logan as well.  Logan has (inaudible) surrounding the communities that used to come to Preston for a lot of things.  Thats shifted to Logan.  I would like to express support for this.  I also think it would really help the restaurants, you know the current restaurants and bars in town.  Tattles has done a great job.  Its great to have a place to go to breakfast and this continues for that to give them more money.  I really appreciate.  Thank you for your time.  
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Rose, youre next.  Would you like to go?  I see youre a possibly.  
ROSE BERGQUIST:  Rose Bergquist.  139 West 2nd North, Preston.  I currently own the Owl and have for 27/28 years and I think its time that we bring our standards up in whats close for the State.  When were working and somebody comes in from out of town stops in.  I dont have a lot of choices and a drink and Im like I Have beer and wine and theyre like am I in Idaho?  Yeah. And then theyll leave.  A lot of them will leave and not stay.  I think it would be good said give some revenue, tax dollars and currently 20-30 different items in my store.  (Inaudible) if we had the liquor provided by the drink.  I think we could streamline things.  And you can control and can keep control of someones (inaudible).  
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Tyler, again.  
TYLER OLSON:  Tyler Olson.  I didnt give you my address.  Im 7909 West 300 South.  I think.  I dont think theres much difference from what others have said and obviously, it will positively impact tourism, bring up the tax revenue.  But my comments are more about just the policy, yeah and not that is even pertinent today because weve already gone down this road, but alcohol in general.  Alcohol is a drug.  I deal with it on a daily basis, with whether its divorce, child protection cases, abuse, protections orders, DUIs and one thing I think should have been in the top of our minds when dealing with any of these type of social issuesI think that every policy positions should stem from the basic truth that should make Franklin County and the world safe for children.  And whether its legalizing marijuana, change in marriage, abortion, porn filters on phoneswhats the extent of an adults right?  Its the impact society what is the effect on children?  I see that on a daily basis, and I mean, weve just accepted that were gonna have alcohol on it.  Most used drug in the United States like age 12 and over by far.  A few stats for you.  Four hundred seventy seven people, aged 12 and older, drank in the past year, 5.7 million youth, age 12 to 17 drank the past year.  Alcohol usethats be 63% of the population in the US.  Twenty nine million have a DSM alcohol use disorder.  Theres 5 million emergency department visits related to alcohol related deaths, 140,000.  Its annual the most common disorder of substance abuse is alcohol.  Statistics of drunk driving, but everyday 37 people die regarding drunk driving crashes.  One hundred thousand people killed in drug-driving crash in 2021.  One in 3 people are impacted by drunk driving in their lifetimes, half of all fatal accidents include driving drunk.  One in 5 deaths among adults, 20 to 49, all deaths.  Financial impact to society, so I heard the yeah, the dollar amount may be the averagewhat was it TJ?  The drunk (inaudible) so the economic cost of alcohol in the United States is this is a 10 year old figure, 250 billion annuallyId probably double that by now.  Or $2 a drink of the cost on society.  So we know theres other chronic health effects, high blood pressure, heart disease, stroke or disease, cancers of all sorts, injuries, violence, pregnancy problems.  I just feel like the children of Franklin County should grow up in an environment where theyre kept safe, and the more we can limit the times and parameters around alcoholcan I have some more?  Just a little bit?  
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thirty seconds.

TYLER OLSON:  So some other points on theon the ordinance, though so it appears to be copied from another County code using counties, numbers that dont line up with our code system.  So we have an alcohol Chapter 110, Title 11 under business regulations, and theres a reference to a 2018 code in parentheses throughout this draft.  Im probably referencing the version of thatthat code that you used.  And the State liquor law was amended in 2023, and it mostly dealt with transferability of licenses.  Thats just one thing to check to see if its actually up-to-date there.  And Im not sure if this is amending or replacing the Chapter 110.  We already have licenses for beer and wine so this replicate some of that.  So maybe its gonna replace it completely or not and then the city or cities, the municipalities also have the ability to regulate I n the same way.  Im wondering how thats gonna be worked with the cities?  Preston has been and wine licensing.  This would also have beer and wine licensing appears to imply that it governs all areas of the county, including the municipalitieslittle different than other Idaho Code that says that you have jurisdiction, it seems to overlap.  I havent really figured it out.  I havent readsaid a lot of it, sothats one Im not sure on.  But Id like to know.  Im curious how the municipalities view this change like the city of Preston, because they do have beer and wine licenses, so thanks.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thanks, Tyler.  Were gonna circle back up to a maybeMr. Smith, if you would like?
BRAD SMITH:  Brad Smith, which is 5686 North Highway 36.  Im just gonna speak on with some historical stuff.  TJ and Ryan covered a lot of stuff about the economic impact of what could do and what Id like to touch on it.  It is like Ryan said, 20 years ago when he left, there was a lot more viability on the business.  We go down the street now, and weve got empty buildings.  This is one thing that this community could capitalize is anything to enhance tourism and make things happen here.  And if you could require these guys to get alcohol licenses go in and help build a hotel here wed be all for that too.  And I didnt see that in the Code so maybe youd have to do that individually.  But 25 years ago, when I was sitting in your chair, we had a proposal came before to change the ordinance involving retail wine sales in the County.  And I have to admit it was a lot more lively than this dead dog session youre having here.  We had had a lot of stuff going on so, but that passed and weve lived 25 years with that and some of the objections were made at that time presented by Mr. Olson here but were 25 years into that and this community seems to be doing okay.  I just read shortly through the stuff and Im sure theres things there to clean up and stuff.  And I guess the Sunday sales are off the table.  Thats notThats hard on this.  I would be one who would be see you (inaudible)..
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  I apologize.  I missed one and thats Susan Anderson.  
SUSAN ANDERSON:  Susan Anderson 35 North 4th West here in Preston, and this is the fact sheet from Idaho, 612 people were killed in crashes, involving an alcohol impaired driver in Idaho, 612.  What if it was one or two of your own family?  On this alcohol use struck fact sheet, 632,000 Idahoans over 18 used alcohol in the past month, 301,000 Idahoans engaged in binge drinking, 75,000 Idahoans struggle with alcohol use disorder, 72,000 Idahoans needed treatment but did not receive it.  And then one in 4 of Idaho high school students have reported having a drink in the last 30 days.  Fifteen percent of students say that they had their first drink before age 13 and in Idaho each year 437 deaths are lost because of alcohol, and each one of those is invaluable, connected to money or taxes.  In 2018, 22 Idahoans under the age of 21 died from alcohol-related deaths and excessive alcohol use costs 1 billion.  So what can you charge a life for taxes or money?  I think thatso I would ask you to keep Franklin County a dry county.  In view of these alcohol related problems and deaths and underage alcohol use.  

ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thank you Susan.  That gets us through the list but if theres any more comment, wed be happy to take it at this time.  Please state your name and address.
BRENT DODGE:  My name is Brent Dodge.  I live at 520 South Oakwood Drive, and I wanted to give you a perspective from my own personal story, if you will.  My dad got home from Vietnam in 1971 and I was about 6 years old at that time.  And what happened over in Vietnam I dont think any of us want to talk about what the implications of that is that he was a sick man, and he self-medicated with alcohol.  And I remember many times coming home my dad he just finished a fifth of Jack Daniels.  Was thought he was well enough that he could go to the store and buy the cheapest one he could find, but so I guess what Im saying is, if you pick up one end of the stick youre also going to pick up the other end of the stick.  And what that looks like is that my dad he would come home angry, served in the navy for 20 years, and beat the shit out of my mom and then turn his attention to the kids.  And I can remember several instances where my mom had a bloody lip and us boys were trying to get my mom off myor get my dad off my mom.  Yeah.  Anyway, just a lot of abuse can happen in that  in that arena.  I realized that you know, we could use downtown businesses.  I realized that there is tourism.  I realized all of those good things, but I just wonder just Ipause for a minute thinking back on theon my life history and considering what alcoholism is all about and Ill leave you with these comments.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thanks Brent.  Comment in the back.
MORGAN LOWER:  Im Morgan Lower and Im 15.  My address is 387 Call Avenue.  I just want to come out here and say that I think people should be able to drink alcohol if they want to, if they dont want to, and they dont have to.  You know I go to Preston High.  We learn about drug abuse and alcohol abuse in school, and some points were made about abuses and crashes and deaths.  But at bars they ID.  They make sure youre over 21, and I understand that fake IDs are a thing, but they still ID, and again, they can, in fact, watch your alcohol intake.  So I think either way like youre still going to be safe drinking at a bar rather than at home.  That one guy that was just up here said he said that his dad would go drink wine and come home, and hurt his family, but at a bar you can againthey can monitor your drinking.  They can see if youre okay to drive home.  And I think thats really important.  Its not just, you know, making this environment better for kids, but also these adults have lives as well.  Sothank you.
KEN DEGN:  Brookside Drive up by the golf course.  Which in the final Id just like to comment.  Let me give  you a little in what some other cities are doing.  For example, over in Twin Falls, If you want to go to the bar.  They have an Uber that all of them participate in every one of them.  Remember taxis and all $5 to go to the bar.  Now, if you get me, and Boyd and Robert again dropped off, thats $15.  Five bucks to go to the bar when you get done $5 bucks to go back, really.  Think that the city and the county need to encourage those things to happen.  Well keep Doug sleeping at night and keep everybody safe.  Another thing I like to say is you know these liquor law licenses have got pretty yeah spendy in a lot of cities.  (Inaudible) was kind of like giving somebody the lottery ticket if someone get it.  So Id like them to think about that.  How that are being able to didnt sell isnt burned down.  What happened that license to come back to county does it go to be sold?  I think thats something that really will be.  Thank you.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thanks again.  Trish.

TRISH MONTES:  My name is Trisha Montes.  I live at 323 North 4th West, Preston, and I just have a comment.  I feel like bringing (inaudible) because I have been the party life, and we dont live in a place where we have.  So were driving counties away.  Get liquor.  Most people arent staying in those counties.  Theyre driving back.  So I feel like having it here not driving out to get it.  If you think people are just not gonna drink it because we dont have it.  Just not the case.  Theres a lot of times that Ive been to open the restaurant in the morning and theres been bottles of liquor in the parking lot because people arent drinking it.  Theyre just keeping it a secret and drinking because we cant get it.  I feel like that would prevent all of that if they can actually sit at a counter and drink it.  Not only would the bartender to be able to regulate it better but they wouldnt need to so I (inaudible) and I just feel like underage drinking is not happening in a bar youre going to.  Youre paying somebody to go to the liquor store, buy the liquor for you, pay (inaudible) regulating it, and that its not where the underage drinking is happening.  And ah just as a business owner Ive had multiple times where people come in and say, hey, can I get Jack Daniels? I dont feel like thats our choice to tell them, but the amount of business that is pushed away because we dont have it.  Theres so many people that turn around and walk out.  Go to Logan, go to Grace, go to Malad, go to Downeyall the places around here.  We dont even have a shot.  Well like we have a shot, and I also feel like where the (inaudible) money this way and be able to support our community better.  Thats all I want to say.  Thank you.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thanks Trisha.  Kristie did you
KRISTIE JORGENSEN:  Kristie Jorgensen.  I live at 511 East Oneida, Preston.  I am a part owner of Tattles.  I purchased it about a year and a half ago.  Its been wonderful for us, but we do have a number of people that come in constantly and ask do you have liquor?  No, we dont. And I think we could sit and argue here for hours whats good?  Whats bad?  You know what? Nobodys gonna win.  Nobodys going to win that battle.  Okay, theres two different sets of minds, and theyre not going to win.  But what we can agree on is some people like to drink, and theyre going to do it, whether theyre having it under a controlled circumstance, or theyre going to go to the liquor store, and theyre going to buy a whole bottle.  And theyre going to drink the whole bottle.  Okay, like, she said we dont have minors coming in there to drink at a bar.  Theyre not getting it there because you ID.  I think what we have to realize as a community and I am older, Im not young, okay, Im an older generation too, and I think we grew up with these beliefs that were this religious community and we cant allow it.  But you know what we have a more diverse community now than we have ever had and even 20 years ago I believe was it Rose(inaudible).  We are so much more diverse than we were then.  And I feel like we need to notice and realize theres more people in this community than just the group that was there before.  We need to make some changes.  Its time.  We can follow along and walk along like that, but we keep telling ourselves, lets keep it in our community.  Keep everything local.  Bring this business here, but were sending it away.  It may not be what everybody wants, but just like Trisha said, maybe I want to sit down with a Coke at my lunch, but  maybe you dont.  Maybe you want to sit down with a Jack and Coke.  We shouldnt be able to make that choice for somebody else.  They should be able to make the choice themselves.  One of the facts that I looked at communities that are dry counties actually have a bigger drug problem than others because people are looking for something to deal with life situations.  And theyre going to a harder substance because that is not there.  I mean you can find facts whatever facts you want to find.  But those are some of the ones that I have found, and just because its not for you or me doesnt mean its not for everyone and thats all I have.  
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thanks Kristie.  Steve did I see you hand come up?
VOICE:  Yeah.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Anyone else like to comment?  Lynn?
LYNN GARNER:  This is a unique situation for me.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Name and address.

LYNN GARNER:  Lynn Garner, 596 Birdie Circle here in Preston.  Like I was saying.  This is a unique situation for me.  I grew up in this county, and have definitely changed but my whole life we were able to get liquor here.  We had to go to the liquor store to get it.  In the process of that Ive watched many of my friends that have become extreme, abusers of alcohol and most of those are more inclined to go to the liquor store, buy a fifth, stick it under their seat, and they take a big pull on it.  We, like a lot of these people have said, we have, we have grown as a community.  We have become more diverse and we are not the good ole system that we used to have.  And if were going to progress and things like that, I think its important to regulate (inaudible).  Theres all kinds of things that are addressing us in our community besides alcohol that are big issues.  I know our Sheriffs Department does a good job on stuff like that and its a big problem.  Its easy to say that the last thing we need is another (inaudible) Thats not what this isits basically changing the (inaudible) consume their alcohol.  You think about someone who buys effective risk syndrome probably drink the whole fifth, but at a restaurant when they order a drink or 2 or 3, theyre not going to.  Im kind of in favor of this, for a lot of things the liquor stores been on Main Street forever and still in business.  They say a lot of businesses have gone under.  I think weve really wanted to get a good motel, need one next and we definitely something thats gonna be like, something like, look at every app.  Now Im back and I think that we need to address it and move forward as to where were at.  So Im kind of in support of the County coming up with the license that will work and keep it in safe hands with the people.  Thanks.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thanks, thanks Lynn.  Anyone else?  One last time.  Is there anyone else that would like to comment?  We appreciate you attending tonight for your comments.  Well take them under advisement.  Well study it.  Were not going to make a decision tonight.  Maybe in a couple of weeks after weve had a chance to digest it, but if I could get a motion to close this public hearing?
DIRK BOWLES: I will make the motion to close.
BOYD BURBANK:  Ill second.
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  All in favor.
AYE
AYE
AYE
ROBERT SWAINSTON:  Thank you for your attendance tonight.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  Next meeting will be Monday, February 12, 2024.  


______________________			______________________
Attest, Camille Larsen			Robert Swainston, Chair
